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An overhaul to Maul-
din’s sign ordinance could
include a section about
penalties after two City
Council members had a
sharp exchange over how
many businesses had a
concern about the issue.
The proposed revision

that City Council has been
scrutinizing for weeks
would change what signs
are allowed, where they
can be placed and how
large they can be in hopes

of reducing roadside clut-
ter.
While some council

members and business
owners have expressed
concern about enforce-
ment, it has been handled
separately until recently.
Councilman Larry

Goodson said enforce-
mentremained“oneof the
sore spots” for businesses
and suggested postponing
final passage for amonth.
Mayor Dennis Raines

said he’s hearing a differ-
ent temperament from
businesses than Goodson.
Raines asked Goodson

how many businesses
have complained to him.
“I’ve had six,”Goodson

said.
“Sixoutofhowmany—

300-some?” Raines asked.
“I haven’t been to all

300,OK?”Goodsonsaid.“I
need three more weeks to
go to all 300 and come in
and see if there’s a higher
percentage.”
City Administrator

Trey Eubanks said staff
would work to add lan-
guage about a tiered pen-
alty structure to the pro-
posed ordinance. Itwill be
ready in time for what

could be the final vote,
which is scheduled for
Nov. 18, he said.
Sign ordinance viola-

tors are now notified and
given time to comply, Eu-
banks said. Those who
don’t comply face fines of
up to $200 or 30 days in
jail, he said.
The council unani-

mously gave preliminary
approval to the proposed
ordinance lastmonthwith
the understanding that
changes could be made to
it before the final vote.
Council concerns also

prompted three other pro-

posed changes.
Vacant signs would be

allowed to remain for 180
days, instead of 60, before
they would have to come
into compliance, said Kim
Hamel, the city’s director
of business and develop-
ment services.
Also, business owners

with buildings at least 35
feet from the streetwould
be allowed to have A-
frame signs aimed at cus-
tomers on the property
rather than motorists on
the street, she said. Busi-
ness owners with build-
ings closer than 35 feet

fromthestreet couldhave
larger percentage of their
windows covered with
signs, Hamel said.
The new version would

also allow owners to pay a
$15 fee once a year for
temporary signs, she said.
Business owners would
tell city officials when
they would want to put up
the signs and then notify
them by email or in a
phone call if there were
any changes, Hamel said.

■ Reach Paul Alongi at 864-
298-4746 or on Twitter
@pfatgn.

Mauldin sign law leads to sharp exchange
By Paul Alongi
Tribune-Times Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

The next time you see
blue lights in your rear-
view mirror in Fountain
Inn, you could be getting
a free meal or a discount
on flowers.
Police have begun

handing out cards that
say “We are ‘Inn Debit’ to
You” that entitle the hold-
er to free and discounted
products and services
with 12 downtown mer-
chants, Chief Keith Mor-
ton said.
Morton said he is giv-

ing officers latitude tode-
cide who is eligible but
that could include bicycle
riderswhowear their hel-

mets and drivers who
may be stopped for hav-
ing a headlight out but
wear their seatbelt, carry
a driver’s license and do
everything else correct-
ly.
“The win-win is that

we actually get to have
some positive interaction
with somebody,” Morton
said. “Most of the people
wedealwithare law-abid-
ing people. It’s giving us
an opportunity to recog-
nize that and also gener-
ate some business for the
downtown merchants.”
City Councilman Mi-

chael Maier said he was
concerned that the pro-
gram could violate 4th
Amendment protections
against search and sei-

zure and that having offi-
cers do public relations
work could put them in a
mindset that jeopardizes
their safety.
“You don’t want to be

feeling likeyou’redoinga
nice thing and then you
have somebody there
that’s thinking, ‘Uh-oh,
I’ve got a warrant out for
my arrest,’ ” Maier said.
Morton said officers

know about the risks they
face and that the card
program wouldn’t be the
primary reason to pull
over cars.
“We’re not stopping

them to give them the
cards,” he said.
It’s not the first time

law enforcement has re-
warded good behavior.

Highway Patrol troopers
have handed out Chick-
fil-A coupons to drivers
found wearing their seat
belts.
No taxpayer money is

being spent on the Foun-
tain Inn program, which

is being funded through
business donations, Mor-
ton said.
Morton said 100 cards

are in circulation, each
with four merchants on
the back. The holder
chooses one of the deals

and turns in the card, so it
can be recycled and the
program’s value can be
tracked, he said.

■ Reach Paul Alongi at 864-
298-4746 or on Twitter
@pfatgn.

Fountain Inn police rewarding people for good behavior
By Paul Alongi
Tribune-Times Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

Mauldin voters re-
placed a City Council in-
cumbent with a challeng-

er who has
lived in the
city almost
his entire
life and
handed
new four-
year terms
to two oth-
er council
members.

Taft Matney, a public
relations and governmen-
tal affairs consultant,
beat incumbent Patricia
Gettys 781-663 for Seat 1.
Councilman Gabe

Hunter turned back a
challenge
from for-
mer coun-
cilman
Randy
Kuzniar by
a vote of
737-663 for
Seat 3,
while

Council-
man Dale
Black beat
former
councilman
James Ken-
nedy 794-
647 for Seat
5.

Nine percent of voters
turned out, said Conway
Belangia, Greenville
County director of voter
registration and elec-
tions.
Matney said hewas ex-

cited.
“We had an amazing

campaign,” he said. “We
had an amazing ground
game. We had an amazing
group of volunteers that
wore out shoe leather,
knocked on doors and got
outamessageaboutMaul-
din’s future.”
Hesaidhewill focuson

quality of life and eco-
nomic development is-
sues. His council term be-
gins on Jan. 1, and he will
be sworn in at a meeting
that month.
Gettys declined com-

ment.

Mauldin voters
unseat incumbent,
re-elect two others
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By Paul Alongi
Tribune-Times Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

An award-winning wa-
tercolorist who garners
much of her inspiration
from the Gullah descend-
ants of coastal slaves is
set to give an overview of
her work at 7:30 p.m. Nov.
22 at the Younts Center
for the Performing Arts,
315 N. Main St., Fountain
Inn.
A reception and book

signing will follow Mary
Whyte’s presentation at
the center’s Art Haven
Studio, said city Econom-
ic Development Director
Van Broad.
The event is free and

open to the public.
Whyte, a resident of

Johns Island, did some of
her work while renting a
Simpsonville studio. A
new biography about her,
“More Than a Likeness:
TheEnduringArtofMary
Whyte,” was written by
Martha R. Severens, the
former curator of the
Greenville County Mu-
seum of Art.
Whyte’s portraits are

includedinthepermanent
collections of the Green-
ville County Museum of

Art and the Gibbes Mu-
seumofArt inCharleston.

Artist to give free
presentation at Younts
By Paul Alongi
Tribune-Times Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

Armed Forces

■ Air
Force
Airman
Micheal
D. Page
graduat-
ed from
basic mil-
itary
training
at Joint

Base San Antonio-Lack-
land, San Antonio. Page
is the son of Rondi Page
of Simpsonville, and he
is a 2012 graduate of
Hillcrest High.

■ Air
Force
Airman
Ryan D.
Amell
graduat-
ed from
basic mil-
itary
training
at Joint
Base San

Antonio-Lackland, San
Antonio.Amell is theson
of Debbie Amell of
Simpsonville, and
grandson of Susan
Moore of Brandon, Fla.
He is a 2012 graduate of
Hillcrest High.

Notable
■ Emma Knight of

Simpsonville, a senior at
Shannon Forest Chris-
tian School andmember
of the school’s volley
ball team that won the
1A N.C. Independent
Schools Athletic Associ-
ation state champion-
ship, was named to the
All-State team.
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